
Ethnolinguistics  

Number of hours: 30  

Subject objectives:  The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the area and 
methodology of ethnolinguistic research. Particular attention will be paid to 
ethnolinguistic issues related to the communities of the Spanish and Portuguese 
speaking areas.   
 

Subject contents: Historical outline of the development of ethnolinguistics and current 
research directions. Links of ethnolinguistics with other fields of humanities; 
ethnolinguistic terminology. Linguistic relativism and universalism. Language and the 
sphere of the sacred; language taboos. Gender in language. Folk beliefs and their 
linguistic realizations / ethnobotany. The concept of the linguistic image of the world and 
ethnolinguistic ways of its reconstruction (limitations of the model). The theory of 
communicative ethos and the classification of ethnolects. Mutual influences of the 
Spanish language and the languages of the Latin American Indians.  Creole languages 
based on Spanish. Mutual influences of Portuguese and Brazilian Indian languages and 
African languages. Creole languages based on Portuguese and Spanish. 
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